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REPORT  TO  THE  RADCLIFFE  TRUSTEES 

FROM  THE 

RADCLIFFE  LIBRARIAN. 
1897. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  ordinary  work  of  your  Library  has  been  carried  on 
during  the  past  year  with  little  change. 

I  shall  defer  my  statement  concerning  it  to  the  close  of 
•this  Report,  which  has  to  lay  before  you  in  some  detail 
a  matter  of  considerable  consequence  to  yourselves,  to 
Scientific  Progress  and  Education  in  Oxford,  and  to  the 
University  in  general.  The  experience  of  five  and  forty 
years  tells  me  that  you  will  form  a  just,  generous,  and 
far-sighted  conclusion  on  the  facts  that  are  laid  before  you, 
if  correctly  so  laid. 

I  will  not  detain  you  in  giving  in  detail  the  history  of 
your  Library  prior  to  my  connexion  with  you  in  1851. 
A  summary  of  this  history  was  given  by  me  in  a  paper  dated 
1856,  in  which  a  proposal  was  made  to  you  to  lend  your 
Scientific  Books  to  the  Museum  whose  erection  was  about 
that  time  commencing. 

Before  that  date,  1856,  you  had  allowed  me  to  light  and 
warm  the  Library,  and  to  throw  it  open,  so  lighted  and 
warmed,  to  the  public,  University  and  City  of  all  classes 
alike,  till  10  p.m.,  a  permission  which  had  immediate  and 
important  results  for  all  readers  in  Oxford. 
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The  proposal  made  to  you  in  the  Report  of  1856  was 
sanctioned  by  you  in  i860  chiefly  for  reasons  which  were 
stated  as  follows  : — 

'  The  University  has  lately  taken  a  step  which  suggests  a  most  com- 
plete mode  of  turning  to  account  both  the  Building  called  Dr.  Radcliffe's 
Library,  and  the  Scientific  Books  which  it  contains.  And  I  now  venture 
to  recommend  measures  by  which  the  present  anomalies  may  be  wholly 
removed,  and  by  which  Dr.  Radcliffe's  Trustees  may  create  an  additional 
debt  of  gratitude  to  his  memory,  and  most  materially  benefit  the  Scientific 
and  Literary  Interests  of  the  University.  The  circumstance  of  which 
I  speak  is  the  Foundation  of  the  New  Museum,  for  the  exhibition  of  the 
very  objects  and  the  illustration  of  the  very  sciences  explained  by  the  Books 
in  the  Radcliffe  Library. 

'  Scientific  Collections  are  enhanced  in  value  if  their  Illustrative  Litera- 
ture is  placed  beside  them,  instead  of  at  a  distance  from  them ;  and 
equally  so,  were  I  to  point  out  in  detail  how  the  Books  themselves  are 
comparatively  worthless  when  they  cannot  be  brought  near  to  the  speci- 
mens they  describe  ;  and  how  eminently  desirable  it  is  that  they  should 
be  in  the  Building  in  which  those  who  require  such  Books  spend  their 
working  day. 

'  The  grave  question  then  arises — must  the  University  provide  triplicates 
in  the  New  Museum,  when  the  same  Books,  or  many  of  them,  are  already 
in  duplicate  at  the  Bodleian  and  Radcliffe  Libraries  ?  Cannot  rather  the 
Foundation  of  Dr.  Radcliffe,  his  Scientific  Books,  annual  grant,  Librarian, 
and  Sub-Librarian,  be  transferred,  so  that  all  anomalies  may  be  removed, 
and  a  great  good  to  Dr.  Radcliffe's  Profession  and  to  Science  be  effected  ? 

'  I  am  bound  of  course  to  show  to  what  purpose,  were  this  plan  carried 
out,  his  splendid  Edifice  could  be  applied. 

'  Happily  the  answer  is  easy,  and  the  purpose  noble. 

'  The  Bodleian,  overcrowded  and  greatly  expanding,  is  deficient  in 
a  Reading  Room.  Dr.  Radcliffe  placed  his  Library  designedly  close  to 
the  Bodleian.  Certainly  his  Building  could  be  applied  to  no  more  fitting, 
and  no  more  useful  purpose.  The  Literary  Resources  of  Oxford  would  be 
largely  developed,  if  it  became  the  splendid  Apartment  for  the  study  of 
the  treasures  of  the  University  Library. 

'  The  two  buildings  can  be  easily  and  gracefully  united  by  a  covered 
way.' 

The  Scientific  books  were  all  removed  to  the  noble 
Libraries  which  occupy  the  whole  first  floor  of  the  Museum 
Front.  Before  you  granted  this  great  step  in  promoting 
Scientific  Research  and  Education  in  the  old  University, 
now  most  highly  prized,  you  were  told,  in  reply  to  your 
inquiries,  that  the  Museum  was  so  built  that  the  Library 


could  be  indefinitely  enlarged.  On  this  understanding  your 
offer  was  made  to  the  University,  and  the  following  con- 
ditions were  accepted  by  them  in  i860. 

I. —  With  respect  to  the  present  Raddiffe  Building, 

a.  It  shall  become  a  Reading-room  to  the  Bodleian  when  the  Scientific 
Books  have  been  removed,  or  be  used  for  any  other  purpose  of  the 
Bodleian  Library. 

b.  It  shall  remain  the  property  of  the  Trustees  ;  being  esteemed  a  loan 
to  the  University. 

c.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  the  Building  without  consent  of  the 
Trustees  or  a  Representative  approved  by  them. 

d.  The  expense  of  maintaining  the  Building  shall  be  borne  by  the 
Trustees. 

II. —  With  respect  to  the  Museum  Library. 

a.  The  Library,  when  deposited  in  the  Apartments  in  the  Museum, 
shall  be  under  the  charge  of  the  Radcliffe  Librarian  and  Sub-Librarians, 
as  at  present;  or  as  the  Trustees  may  appoint.  The  Professors  shall  be 
at  liberty  to  enter,  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  their  respective  wants  ; 
and  this  book  shall  be  periodically  submitted  to  the  Trustees  by  the 
Librarian ;  and  he  shall  explain  how  far  he  has  supplied  the  books 
required,  and  in  what  respects  and  why  he  has  omitted  to  do  so. 

b.  In  the  event  of  the  Trustees  appointing  additional  attendants,  on 
representation  made  to  them  of  the  necessity  for  so  doing  by  the  Librarian 
in  conjunction  with  the  Delegates  of  the  Museum,  the  University  may  be 
called  upon  to  pay  the  necessary  salaries. 

c.  No  restrictions  shall  be  imposed  on  the  Trustees  as  to  the  persons 
they  admit  by  written  or  printed  order  to  the  Library,  or  to  their  admis- 
sion up  to  10  p.m. 

d.  The  Trustees  will  offer  no  objection  to  the  deposit  of  other  Scientific 
Books  in  the  Radcliffe  Library  at  the  Museum,  on  the  recommendation 
of  their  Librarian. 

e.  The  Apartments  in  which  the  Library  is  kept  shall  have  the  words 
'  Radcliffe  Library '  placed  over  the  doors. 

At  the  same  time  you  handed  over  Gibbs'  noble  dome 
('  the  Radcliffe  Library ')  on  loan  to  the  Bodleian  Library. 
This  was  not  done  until  a  design  by  Mr.  Woodward  had 
been  submitted  to  you  "for  a  gallery  to  unite  the  great 
buildings  as  recommended  by  Sir  Antonio  Panizzi.  He 
would  hardly  entertain  the  idea  of  a  great  Library  being 
separated  from  its  Reading  Room  by  a  broad  space  and 
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thoroughfare.  Mr.  Woodward's  design  is  given  on  the 
opposite  page. 

Your  Library  has  so  prospered — by  your  generous  grants — 
with  the  already  foreseen  result  that  more  space  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  both  for  Readers  and  Books,  should  you 
continue  to  maintain  it  as  you  do.  I  name  in  illustration, 
that  there  are  in  it  now,  in  several  languages,  over  600 
Scientific  Periodicals  and  Transactions.  The  necessity  for 
extension  often  stated  to  you,  has  been  repeatedly  before 
the  Museum  Delegates. 

In  January  last  there  appeared  an  unexpected  solution  of 
the  growing  difficulty  which  is  becoming  very  serious  from  the 
increased  number  of  Readers,  young  and  old,  and  of  either  sex. 

The  late  much  esteemed  Vice-Chancellor,  now  Master  of 
the  Drapers'  Company,  has  lately  offered  to  the  University 
to  build  an  entirely  new  Library  for  the  Museum  in  place  of 
the  rooms  you  now  occupy.  This  gift,  important  as  coming 
from  a  great  City  Company,  in  aid  of  Science  in  Oxford, 
has  been  gratefully  accepted.  I  am  unable  as  yet  to  show 
you  the  plans,  for  they  are  not  complete,  nor  therefore 
definitely  before  the  University.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  they 
are  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  T.  G.  Jackson,  R.A.,  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Boyd,  Principal  of  Hertford  College. 

Whenever  the  University  has  approved  the  plans,  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  though  I  have  no  authority  for  saying  so  in 
this  Report,  that  the  University  will  wish  to  modify  the 
present  conditions  quoted  above,  and  will  ask  you  to  occupy 
the  new  Library,  should  you  continue  your  deep  interest  in 
the  progress  of  Science  in  Oxford,  and,  with  whatever  modifi- 
cations, carry  on  the  Library  as  for  the  last  forty  years. 

This  is  not  the  time  or  place  to  suggest  minor  details  to  be 
attended  to  if,  and  when,  the  above  proposal  be  made  to  you. 
In  default  of  shelf-room  in  the  present  building,  I  have  felt 
obliged  frequently  to  add  bookcases  and  shelves  at  your 
expense,  out  of  your  annual  grant.  But  these  additions 
are  almost  all  removable,  being  all  of  course  your  property. 
They  include  thirty-nine  iron  cases  designed  by  Mr.  William 
Froude  and  myself,  much  approved  by  Visitors,  whether 
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British  or  Foreign,  and  used,  I  believe,  in  the  United  States. 
They  each  will  hold  500  8vo  volumes,  standing  firm  and 
independent  in  any  position,  and  are  made  so  as  to  carry 
folios  at  no  cost  beyond  intermediary  shelves. 

Few  remarks  are  necessary  concerning  the  ordinary  work 
of  the  Library,  or  upon  its  expenditure.  It  will  appear  by 
the  examination  of  the  '  Book/  which  under  the  agreement 
with  the  University  is  submitted  to  you,  that  few  works  are 
asked  for  by  the  Professors  in  addition  to  those  you  regularly 
purchase  by  the  Librarian.  Considerable  increase  is  made  in 
the  number  of  works  on  Anthropology  to  illustrate  the  great 
and  growing  Pitt  Rivers  Collection.  It  is  almost  unnecessary 
to  add  that  the  History  of  the  Physical,  Intellectual,  Moral, 
and  Religious  development  of  Human  Races,  has  never 
been  known  nor  studied  as  at  present;  and  that  in  con- 
sideration of  that  study  and  that  knowledge,  the  Department 
of  Anthropology  is  of  daily  increasing  importance,  certainly 
second  to  none,  in  the  whole  story  of  Evolution  of  Life 
and  its  conditions  upon  our  planet. 

Attention  has  formerly  been  drawn  to  the  special  Catalogue 
of  the  Students'  Library.  There  has  been  so  much  difference 
of  opinion  among  the  Professors  as  to  the  value  of  such 
a  Library  or  Catalogue,  compared  to  the  time  when  there 
were  but  few  students  of  Natural  Science  in  all  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  Museum  (Mathematics,  Physics,  Chemistry, 
Astronomy,  Geology,  Mineralogy,  Morphology,  Anatomy, 
Physiology,  Pathology,  Medicine),  that  I  have  refrained  from 
bringing  out  a  new  edition.  The  propriety  of  preparing 
a  new  edition  may  be  deferred  till  you  have  considered  the 
plans  and  arrangements  of  the  new  Library,  and  the  con- 
ditions under  which  you  remove  thereunto.  I  may  be 
permitted  perhaps  to  express  my  regret  that  a  way  had 
not  been  found  for  extending  rather  than  relinquishing  our 
present  arrangements,  within  or  adjoining  to  the  original 
Museum.  But  the  higher  Scientific  Education  in  Oxford, 
and  also  the  whole  University,  are  deeply  indebted  to  the 
great  London  Company  and  its  Master  for  the  generosity  and 
interest  they  have  shown  towards  both. 
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It  will  be  a  great  happiness  to  me  if  I  am  still  able  in  my 
advancing  years  to  serve  you,  to  whom  I  owe  so  much 
gratitude,  till  this  change  is  completed.  I  look,  as  you  must, 
with  interest  and  confidence  to  the  plans  which  will  be 
offered  to  you  by  the  distinguished  Architect  employed  by 
the  Drapers'  Company,  both  in  respect  of  their  position, 
their  elevation,  and  internal  arrangements. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  W.  ACLAND, 

Radcliffe  Librarian. 


To  the  Radcliffe  Trustees. 


THE  RADCLIFFE  TRUSTEES, 

JUNE,  1897. 


1872  The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Peel. 

1884  The  Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 

1884  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Jersey. 

1888  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  R.  Mowbray,  Bart.,  M.P. 

1888  Sir  William  R.  Anson,  Bart.,  Warden  of  All  Souls. 


Trustees  who,  in  1856  approved,  and  in  i860  carried  out,  the  loan 
of  all  their  scientific  works  to  the  New  University  Museum,  and  the 
loan  of  the  Radclifle  Library  building  to  the  Bodleian  Library : — ■ 

William  Stratford  Dugdale,  Esq. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  Bathurst. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sidney  Herbert  (Lord  Herbert). 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone. 

Thomas  Henry  Sutton  Sotheran,  Esq. 


Trustees  who  also,  since  the  transfer,  have  administered  the  Library 
at  the  Museum,  and  maintained  the  structure  of  the  original  Library, 
for  the  Bodleian  : — 


His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
Sir  William  Heathcote,  Bart. 
His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Leopold 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Selborne 


1863-1883 
1867-1881 
1877-1884 
1877-1890 
1877-1895 


<D;cfori> 

HORACE  HART,  PRINTER  TO  THE  UNIVERSITY 
I 


